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4 . < ataA 8 2006 states that the present application contains claims 
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directed to the following patentably distinct species: 

Species 1: Figure 5 
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were mutually exclusive of the shift knob damper, Applicant respectfully submits that 
examination of both dampers would not be a "serious burden" as required by MPEP 803(1). 

With respect to Fig. 1, Applicant notes that the shifter 1 may include the knob-mounted 
damper, the shift lever-mounted damper, or both as discussed in paragraph [0023] of the 
present application. Fig. 1 shows the exterior components of shifter 1. but this does not mean 
that shifter 1 of Fig. 1 does not include a knob and/or lever-mounted damper. Fig. 1 simply 
shows other parts of the shifter, not a different species. 

Applicant provisionally elects the knob-mounted damper shown in Figs. 2-7. Claims 
1-9 are generic with respect to the position of the damper, claims 10-15 relate to the knob- 
mounted damper, and claims 16-23 relate to the lever-mounted damper. Applicant elects the 

knob-mounted damper of Figs . 2-7 . 

Applicant has made a concerted effort to the place the present application in condition 
for allowance, and a notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. In the event there are any 
remaining informalities , the courtesy of a telephone call to the undersigned attorney would be 
appreciated. 
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